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FIGHTING OVER FOOD
Research could help tackle hunger-related violence
While it may sound hard to believe for many Americans, in some parts of the world, violence
breaks out simply because people don’t have access to food.
The issue is often worse in places such as Africa that experience extreme weather. Drought, for
instance, can be devastating for farmers and for the local economy, often leading to outbreaks of
violence.
While research has shown a link between climate-induced food shortages and violence, findings
out of Ohio State suggest there’s more to the story.
The research, led by political science Mershon affiliate Bear Braumoeller, associate professor of
political science, reveals another factor that plays a huge part in this complex equation — the
strength of the country’s government.
“A capable government is even more important to keeping the peace than good weather,” said Braumoeller.
Braumoeller and a team of former Ohio State graduate students, Professors Ben Jones ’13 and Eleonora Mattiacci ’14, focused
on two African countries that faced similar situations in the 2000s.
Both Kenya and Ghana suffered through severe droughts. But Kenya experienced more violence than Ghana in the form of
violent protests and civil unrest.
Why?
Researchers say Kenya’s economy was struggling, leaving its government in a weaker position. Ghana, on the other hand, had a
stronger economy and was in a better position to respond to the drought, approving a $1 billion relief package for its citizens.
See video interview with Bear Braumoeller
In addition to shedding new light on the issue of food violence, the research also highlights ways the United States and the global
community can help.
“At the end of the day, what matters the most? It’s really about state vulnerability. That’s the key,” said Mattiacci, a co-author of
the study.
Braumoeller added: “Aid that’s designed to reduce state vulnerability is actually instrumental in helping to make states more
resistant to the kind of violence we expect to see coming out of climate change.”
This story first appeared in Ohio State Insights.
  
NEWS MENU
MERSHON NEWS
EXPERTS LIST
FACT SHEET
MERSHON CENTER
 
About Us
Research
ARTS AND SCIENCES
 
College of Arts and Sciences
Academics
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
 
Office of International Affairs
Center for African Studies
RESOURCES
 
Events Calendar
E-Newsletters
ABOUT US RESEARCH NEWS EVENTS GRANTS PEOPLE PUBLICATIONS CONTACT
Fighting over food
https://mershoncenter.osu.edu/news/mershon-news/fighting-over-food.html[7/2/2019 12:45:21 PM]
News
Events
Grants
People
Publications
Contact
About the College
News and Events
Research
Arts and Culture
Alumni
Center for Latin American Studies
Center for Slavic & East European
Studies
East Asian Studies Center
Institute for Chinese Studies
Institute for Japanese Studies
Institute for Korean Studies
Middle East Studies Center
Annual Reports
Fact Sheet
Experts List
Faculty Books
Furniss Award
Knowledge Bank
 
© 2013 Mershon Center for International Security Studies – College of Arts and Sciences
1501 Neil Ave., Columbus, OH 43201
Phone: 614-292-1681 | Fax: 614-292-2407
Request an alternate format of this page.
   
